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Conservative 
center may 
be model 
for UNC 


BY JANE STANCILL 
jstancill@newsobserver.com 


CHAPEL HILL 

Members of the UNC Board 
of Governors are exploring the 
idea of establishing a conserva- 
tive-leaning center at UNC- 
Chapel Hill that they say would 
foster debate and achieve more 
intellectual diversity. 

The board will hear a present- 
ation Friday from Robert “Rob- 
by” George, founder and direc- 
tor of the James Madison Pro- 
gram in American Ideals and 
Institutions at Princeton Uni- 
versity. A dele- 
gation of UNC 
board members 
and adminis- 
trators made a 
~- university-funded 
_ trip to Princeton 
this fall to learn 
more about the 
program, which 
was founded in 
2000, according to its website, 
to explore “enduring questions 
of American constitutional law 
and Western political thought.” 

There is no specific proposal 
yet for a similar program at the 
Chapel Hill campus. But board 
member and Raleigh lawyer Joe 
Knott, who made the trip to 
Princeton, said such an entity 
would go a long way toward 
balancing what many people see 
as a liberal dominance at uni- 
versities. 

“We are trying to address a 
problem that seems to be en- 
demic in higher education all 
across the United States in that 


Joe Knott 
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Holiday Baking Guide 


Our annual baking guide is 
filled with recipes and ideas for 
sweets and goodies that you can 
give as gifts — or let’s be real- 
istic — save for yourself. 

Our section is packed with 
stories about the traditions and 
the comfortable rituals we asso- 
ciate with the holidays. We’ve 
turned to experts, cookbook 
authors and local chefs and 
bakers to reveal their favorite 
recipes and the stories behind 
them. 

Look for it inside, plus bonus 
recipes and videos at 
nando.com/baking. 


Growing numbers cite religious 
reasons to avoid childhood shots 


BY MARTHA QUILLIN 
mquillin@newsobserver.com 


The number of N.C. kinder- 
garteners opting out of required 
childhood vaccinations on reli- 
gious grounds more than dou- 
bled in the five school years 


N 


from 2012 to 2016. And both 
public health officials and anti- 
vaccine advocates agree that the 
exemption is being claimed by 
parents whose true objection to 
the shots has nothing to do with 
faith. 

“Pve had parents tell me they 
use it because there is no way 


for the state to decline it,” said 
Sen. Jeff Tarte, a Republican 
from Mecklenburg County. In 
2015, he introduced a bill that 
would have eliminated the reli- 
gious exemption for all children 
except those who are home- 
schooled. He and his co-spon- 
sors dropped the bill within two 


weeks because of opposition 
from those who say the govern- 
ment should not force anyone to 
be injected with anything. 

Tarte has two concerns about 
the growing use of the religious 
exemption: 


SEE VACCINES, 10A 


PHOTOS BY TRAVIS LONG tlong@newsobserver.com 


Artist Seraphim Smith works in his Kinston home studio in November. Kinston is emerging as an unlikely arts hub, thanks to the smART 
Kinston City Project Foundation artist-relocation program that rents houses at affordable prices to artists. 


Entrepreneur drawing 
artists to Kinston in bid to 
spark town’s renaissance 


A mural on the old NAPA building in downtown Kinston is one of 
many public art projects scattered throughout the town. 


BY DAVID MENCONI 
dmenconi@newsobserver.com 


KINSTON 
hen Seraphim Smith 
moved from Dur- 
ham to Kinston last 
year, he met Ste- 
phen Hill his first night in town. 
A culinary internship as a cook 
with award-winning chef Vivian 
Howard had drawn Smith to this 
Eastern North Carolina town of 
around 20,000. 

But Smith was more interest- 
ed in painting than cooking, and 
when Hill asked what he did, 
Smith told him he was an artist. 

“That got his attention and he 
asked me, ‘Have you heard 
about smART Kinston?,’ ” Smith 


recalled. “ ‘It’s cheap rent for 
artists. You should apply!’ So I 
did. And here I am.” 

“Here” is a well-kept and 
comfortably quaint two-bed- 
room house on Atlantic Avenue, 
on the edge of Kinston’s 
Mitchelltown historic district. It 
serves as both studio and living 
quarters. Smith pays just $375 
per month - significantly less 
than the market’s going rate - to 
rent the bright red 1,050- 
square-foot house, thanks to the 
smART Kinston City Project 
Foundation, an artist-relocation 
program that Hill heads up. 

So far, Hill has bought about 
60 houses in Kinston and refur- 
bished them, with brightly col- 
ored exteriors as a signature. 
About half of those houses have 
artist tenants - with artist broad- 
ly defined, encompassing culi- 
nary and grooming as well as 
visual and performing arts. 

Smith’s internship with How- 
ard, who owns Chef & the 
Farmer and the Boiler Room 
restaurants downtown, turned 
into a marketing job. Smith’s art 


SEE KINSTON, 2A 
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